Berenson’s books: They keep going and going

Middle school teacher
can’t keep shelf filled
with funny kids’ stories

By ELIZABETH WADE HALL
e Horlg Sun

Daniel Berenson has ves to publish
a bock, but he s the most popular
author at Githens Middle School,

Berenson, o sixth-prade social stud-
ies and math teacher at Githens, has
written six books ranging rom what
he calls the "quite silly to the suicid:
al'

“His books are hke eating potato
c¢hips < ance you read one you have
to read another and another,™ said
Becky Ballard, a Githens sixthegrader
who bhas read several of Berenson'’s
books and some of his poetry,

While Berenson  scarches for
publisher, the Durbam school system
has been printing and binding the
books, which inchude humorous noy:
cls, psychological mysteries and his
torical fction. He also hias writien
poetry,

Carolyn  White, a hbravian ot
Githens, sakd Berenson's books have
Deen checked out about 250 timws
since 1990, when his first book
“Hey, 1U's Willie™ < was printed,

“He's probably the most popaiae
author at the moment, eipechdly
with sixthgraders, It secms 1o Iw
rare that any of his books are in”
White sald. “The Kids like the books
Because they're tunny. They're wri
ten at the middle school level

Me scheol Hbraey his reserved a
pecial shell for 33 copies of Beren
van's books, but {t's almost always
EImpLy,

"Bvery time [ come 1o the library |
o 1o that shelf 1o where his books
are sald Joseph Adegboyegaedun
o, o sixthgrader who is a native of
Nigecke, "His books make you learn,
and it's not boring, Sometimes vou
vead things and they're s¢ boring
and you don't learn ™

Sandy Vieson, o sixth-grade lan
puagesirts teacher at Githens, said
childeen's lterature today is not hue
morous and focuses on big fssees
that don't relate to childeen

“We need more humor in chils
dren's  Hterature,®  Vinson  said
“Dandel has found & way to take the
e kssues and teeat them in o way
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IN THE FLESH: Author Danlel Boarongsan reads from his Books to o G thans Middle Schoo! closs,

that's tunny and instructive, hm
that still gets the message across,’

.m.uu sadd her elasses enjoy e
renson’s poetry because it deals with
fsnes they fice, such as cafeterin
tood, lockers, acne, first  dates,
Uyeeks " and bullies on the bus,

“Athe poems hit on the things
that worry sixthgcaders and yel
they are done in such a funny way
that it puts the problems in perspec-
tive,"” Vinson sald

SusAnne Selem, a seconds and
thivd grade teacher in the Explora-
ton Mogram at Pearsontown Bl
ementary School, said she has used
some of Berenson's books i her
clinsaes,

“I think they're fabulous, He re-
ally knows how to speak to the in-
terests of students,”  said  Solem,
whose students crltigued Berenson's

books and invited him o speak to
their cliss as a visiting author, “It's
just incredible how they get into
those books, They were rolling in
the wisles Lwghing.™

Perenson's students — who are
Habbergasted  that thelr  teacher's
books have not been published

sl they like his writing because of

the variety of characters and “kid"
plots they can celate to,

“Mark Twiain just wrote about ads
ventures boys had, but he can write
comedy, sadness and horror,'' sald
Mark Templeton, o Githens sixth:
grader, "Ity incredible how he can
combine seriousness with silliness,
His books are Interesting,”

Berenson  solicits  critiques  and
wleas for his books trom s students.
He has two folders hanging on the
wall behind bis desk where students

can pul their ideas

AL need b8 o kernel of an (dea
and | can take it from there,' Beren-
son sald. VA ot of the storles actu-
ally happen in class and [ just exag-
gerate it I take what happened and
take it o the comie Hmite,'!

Berenson began writing five years
a0 during his Chreistmas vacation
He writes about 10 hours during the
weekends and he spends his sun
mers writing in Monteead, Canada
or San Miguel, Mexico,

Perenson said students compare
him to Roald Dald, author of Chitrlie
and the Chocolate Factory,

“"You create a4 world for children
that children understand and not
adults, and that's what Kids like,"
Berenson sakd of Dahl, who is one of
his favorite c¢hildren's authors.
“They identity with the characters,
and that's what I do.”

BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADOLESCENTS
BY DANIEL BERENSON

Humorous Novals:

M Hoy, I's Willlol™ s a first-pemon account by
Willle, o typlcally Incormigibla sixth-gmder whose
maln goal in §fo s to become famoun, He and his
friends achleve his goal, but net i the way he in.
tendod, Qutrageous humor for 10« to 1 3.yoanolds,

B ' Our Man, Woompy" 18 about further sl
vontures of Willle, Woompy and thok frionds. This
timo, Wilke does become famous, but no one
knows ho Is. IUs hoed 10 explain, but that's the
point. In the meantimo, WIllle gets his frst Kiss
and almost gets assassinated. More outrapeous
humer ahd silliness for 10-te 13.yeanolds.

B “Yoor of the Tater' Is o noval thot use s Kok
ball 8% o moetaphor for lle, While other mide e
school classes are oalled the Panthors or Lions or
Eagles, the Tators have o hiwd tmo pdjusting to
thelr name and to the kisa of loging at kickball al
the timn, The novel ks for B to 1 1-year-olds,

® Can't | DO Anything Wrong?'' Bllly Cantroll Is
o slxthegracer who has a crush on Veronicn Lae
bolle, but Veronica only has ayes for Lester, the
class troublemaker, Bllly thes to win her affection
by gotting tough and gotting himsoll suspandnd,
Time after tme, he meets with spectocu’ s unsuo.
coss, Ho st can't seam to do the wrong things
fght, The book Is for 10-to 1 3wearolds.
Paychologlcal Myatory:

B "Telephone.'' Shannoen  Shannohan s tho
now g In the school, fresh from her parents’ ¢l
vorce and rather's romardoge, She bocomes pit
of the In-crowd, whose favorite pastime s mak. i
prank phone calls, When threatening phone calls
start coming to Shannan, shw I facad with a crisls
sho nover could have imagned, The book la for
10 to 13-yoenr-olds,

Historical Flotion:

R "The Sleaping Knigs'' I8 about 10-year-old
Tomak, a Polsnh boy from Gdonak, who o gxcited
Oy tho nows that his family s golng on a vacation,
Little ¢oos he know that his poreots will use this
yacation to defoct from Communist Poland 1o the
United States. But the family I8 forced to Jump ship
i Moty and must live (n refugen camps for two
yoors beforo repching Amarica, The transition from
Poland to Rallan culture s Bath o trial and on od-
vonture for Tormok and hig family, ond thelr axper-
GNoes SOrVe a8 & muiticu'turel prmaer for Amaerican
resders, The book, based on o tue story, s for
10 to 13.y00r-0lds.

Poolry:

M *Volcos: An Ownor's Guide to the Adolpscent
Mind.'" Forty adolesconts spoak thelr mings ‘n po-
ey about schocl, home, Iove and heanach e, and
ol the other joys ond travalls of adolescence
Whetner silly or scoowful, angry of depressed,
these poomy spoak to Kids about the world In
which thay Bivo, For L1+ to L 7.yearolds, Thw book
algo |6 ovallable on auclo tape inthe kidse' volcos,

For mora information on Berenson's books, write
Mm ot Githens Middia Schoo!, 4800 Chapol HIY-,
Hood, Dutham 27707, or call him #t 580.39606,




